
 

P.O. Box 189277, Sacramento, CA 95818   •   916-441-2494    •    www.calvoter.org 

July 9, 2025 
 
Senator Sabrina Cervantes, Chair 
Senate Elec:ons and Cons:tu:onal Amendments Commi>ee  
1020 N Street, Room 533 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: AB 1249 – Support as amended May 29, 2025 
 
Dear Chair Cervantes and Commi>ee Members: 
 
The California Voter Founda:on supports Assembly Bill 1249 which, if enacted, will require all California 
coun:es to provide all California voters with the opportunity to vote early the Saturday before a statewide 
elec:on day. This bill, which is sponsored by Secretary of State Shirley Weber, will also require coun:es to 
give voters the ability to cast a vote-by-mail ballot as an in-person ballot at a county elec:on office or 
satellite facility. 
 
CVF supports this bill for several reasons. Specifically, AB 1249 will:  
 

• Expand access to “AB 626” voting, a 2023 law that allows counties to accept voters’ vote-by-mail 
ballots as in-person ballots at properly equipped voting sites; 

• Create an equal opportunity for all Californians to vote early no matter which county they live in; 
• Ensure there is an accessible early voting opportunity for all Californians, and; 
• Increase the use of early and in-person voting which will help accelerate California’s vote counting 

process. 
 
In light of the recent lawsuits filed against the State of California (Issa vs. Weber) and other states, as well 
the President’s executive order on elections seeking to prevent ballots received after Election Day from 
being counted, we feel the need for this bill is critical to enable more early and in-person voting, speed up 
California’s vote count and motivate more Californians to refrain from waiting until the last minute to turn 
in vote-by-mail ballots. It will also reduce vote-by-mail balloting mistakes and the need for ballot curing.  
 
By encouraging voters to vote early and enabling them to cast mail ballots as in-person ballots, this bill will 
reduce the post-election ballot processing workload counties must manage and give voters a more 
satisfactory voting experience. We do hope to see this bill strengthened in the future to also include a 
provision for the Secretary of State to develop uniform guidance for counties on how to implement “AB 
626” voting as well as provide statewide messaging via the Secretary of State’s official voter information 
guide, web site, and other promotional resources alerting California voters of these expanded voting 
options should this bill be enacted. 
 
We strongly urge your support.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kim Alexander, President & Founder 
California Voter Founda:on 
 

https://www.democracydocket.com/cases/california-mail-ballot-receipt-deadline-challenge/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/preserving-and-protecting-the-integrity-of-american-elections/

