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March 31, 2025

Assembly Member Gail Pellerin, Chair
Assembly Election Committee

1020 N Street, Room 365
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1072 - SUPPORT AS INTRODUCED FEBRUARY 20, 2025
Dear Chair Pellerin and Committee Members:

The California Voter Foundation (CVF) is pleased to support your bill, AB 1072 which, if enacted, will
require the Secretary of State, in consultation with county elections officials, to develop uniform
standards and guidelines for a voter to correct mistakes made on the voter’s ballot. This bill would also
authorize the Secretary of State to adopt regulations to ensure uniform application of the standards
and guidelines.

In recent years, with the implementation of universal vote-by-mail balloting, California voters
increasingly have struggled to figure out what to do when they make a mistake when filling out their
vote-by-mail ballot or envelope. While election offices do their best to assist voters, it is not always
easy for voters to get assistance from county election office staff during busy election times, or during
the workday when voters may not be free to make inquiries due to work or school obligations.

Information and guidance about how to correct a mistake is not easily accessible through the internet
either. CVF has found in recent elections, the top search term that brings visitors to our web site at
www.calvoter.org is “How do | correct a mistake on my vote-by-mail ballot?” KQED News learned this
was true of their web site as well, and our organizations worked together in recent elections to provide
more clarity for voters about how to address mistakes, at https://www.kged.org/news/11974391/i-
made-a-mistake-on-my-ballot-how-to-fix-presidential-primary-california-election-2024.

KQED also surveyed all the Bay Area counties in the last election and found counties responded to this
question differently. Some advised voters to get a new ballot, others advised to cross out the mistake.
You can find the range of responses at https://www.kged.org/news/12003469/election-2024-how-to-
correct-a-mistake-on-your-ballot-correction.

As the Chief Election Official of California, the Secretary of State is the most obvious source for
providing consistent guidance and standards for voters and counties alike to follow. Helping voters
quickly determine how to correct ballot mistakes can also help voters who get stuck in their voting
process move ahead and cast their ballots without further delay. If enacted, AB 1072 will help
accelerate the voting process, and give voters a more satisfying voting experience and vote with
confidence. Thank you for introducing this important legislation.

Sincerely,

Kim Alexander, President & Founder
California Voter Foundation
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